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LAMAR BUFFALD RANCH

HISTORY

The extermination of bison throughout the west in the 1800s

nearly eliminated them from Yellowstone. Even after the park was
established in 1872, poachers faced few deterrents. With only 25
bison counted in the park in 1901, Congress appropriated $15,000
to augment the herd by purchasing 21 bison from private owners.

As part of the first effort to preserve a wild species through intensive
management, these bison were fed and bred in Lamar Valley at what
became known as the Lamar Buffalo Ranch.

As the herd grew in size, bison were released to breed with the
park’s free-roaming population. Bison from the ranch were also used
to start and supplement herds on other public and tribal land. Today
the Yellowstone bison population numbers in the thousands. It's one
the largest populations in North America and among the few that is
genetically pure because it has not been interbred with cattle.

A program to raise bison like domestic cattle in Yellowstone may
seem incongruous and unnecessary in retrospect, but the buffalo
ranch stands as a reminder that today's well-intended wildlife
management policies may have unintended consequences and be
overturned by changing values and advances in ecological knowledge.

As listed on the National Register of Historic Places, the Lamar
Buffalo Ranch Historic District includes five buildings: a ranger
station, constructed in 1915 as the buffalo keeper's residence; a pole
fenced corral built and rebuilt from 1915 to the 1930s; a log barn for
hay and horses (1927); a bunkhouse (1929); and a residence used
for the assistant buffalo keeper that was moved to the ranch in 1938
from Soda Butte (where it had probably been a ranger station). The
vegetation around the ranch is mostly sagebrush and nonnative
grasses that were planted during the period of hay cultivation.
Remnants of irrigation ditches, fencing, and water troughs remain
throughout the ranch.
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Located in Lamar Valley, one of the most remote and wildlife-rich
9 areas of Yellowstone National Park. Here, kids will live, learn, and
explore surrounded by bison, elk, wolves, and breathtaking beauty.

m ABOUT THE RANCH

Kids will share the ranch with park rangers and a few park staff.
The ranch is not open to the public.

The ranch has a full stocked kitchen where we can prepare
all of our meals.

A full bath house with heated showers.
Each cabin has heat.
Each cabin has 3 twin beds.

The ranch has a wonderful library of materials and a classroom
for learning and activities.

The ranch is 100% off grid and run by solar and propane.
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BIG ADVENTURES. NEW FRIENDS. UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES. i,
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a e Flight from Dulles to Bozeman

e We hit the road for our adventure!

e Scenic drive to Yellowstone National Park

e Stop for lunch and stretches along the way
e Arrive at Lamar Buffalo Ranch

e Camp orientation, meet our rangers, and
settle in

¢ Welcome dinner

OLD FAITHFUL TOUR
DAY 3

Visit iconic geysers and hot springs b‘b
See Old Faithful erupt!

e Walk the boardwalks and learn about the
supervolcano beneath our feet ~

¢ Evening activities and games .

WED
JUNE

25

Deeper exploration of the Northern Range
Junior Ranger program and hands-on
learning activities

Wildlife tracking and nature journaling

Group challenges and team building

Explore Lamar Valley - the “Serengeti” of
North America

Wildlife watching: bison, elk, pronghorn, .
wolves, and more

Hike scenic trails and learn about the
Yellowstone ecosystem

Evening games and activities at the ranch

NORTHERN RANGE
TOUR DAY 4

Celebration dinner

Visit the Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone
and stunning waterfalls

Explore Yellowstone Lake

Learn about geology, history, and the
power of water

Evening activities and star gazing

TRAVEL DAY
HOME

Breakfast at the ranch

Pack up and say goodbye to our new
friends and rangers

Scenic drive to Bozeman
Flight from Bozeman to Dulles
Memories that will last a lifetime
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